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The small ACT Rugby Union Club in Barton 
takes out four big awards 

 
 
Nestled amongst the leafy suburb of Barton, the small yet vibrant ACT Rugby Union Club 
caters for a mixture of private enterprise business, industry associations as well as a large 
reserve of Canberra’s public service. 
 
The club took out four awards this year in the 2008 ClubsACT Awards for Excellence 
including the Member Service Award, small division, Club Sector Contribution, small 
division, Responsible Gaming and Gaming Facility, small division and the Promotion of 
Sport Award, small division.  
 
Member Services Manager Richard Hume said after the announcement of the awards that 
“winning awards in these sectors acknowledges the contribution made by the hard working 
board, management and staff at the RUC (Rugby Union Club)”. 
 
Ensuring that club patrons are of the upmost importance and acknowledging that clubs 
require the support of their members is the basis of community based clubs program. 
 
Looking after members is one of the highest priorities for clubs. This is why the ACT 
Rugby Union Club believes “by ensuring members are adequately hosted and relevant 
products and services are available, guarantees the long term viability of the RUC” Mr 
Hume said. 
 
“We take the concept of hosting members and guests very seriously and we address the 
provision of these services from a community point of view. As a small club it’s important 
to be in touch with your members and we’re really very proud to win the award. We think 
we’ve worked hard to take care of our members and in return they take care of us” Mr 
Hume said. 
 
Community support for all clubs can be measured by the financial commitment made by 
the RUC and other Clubs in the ACT to social service programs such as Lifeline’s 
ClubCare program. Clubs recently donated another $1 million dollars to this very important 
cause ensuring the program’s future for a further three years.  
 
One of only a couple of rugby union club left in the ACT, the RUC is proud to have taken 
out the promotion of sports award.  Speaking after accepting the award Mr Hume said 
“This one is all down to the board, its actually part of our charter, part of our constitution, 
the contribution made to sporting organisations ranges from rugby teams to a range of 
other amateur sporting clubs” said Richard Hume. 
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