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A community way of life

Outstanding Service award winner
mortgaged her house to keep club afloat

Burns Club President Eunice Stewart's 42 years of service has been recognised at the
2008 ClubsACT excellence awards taking out the award for outstanding service.

Financial difficulties struck the Burns Club in the late seventies/early eighties in a time
when new Clubs were springing up in the new Suburbs.

This resulted in the Burns club suffering due to members not wanting to drive all the way
to the Burns Club when they could join a local Club in their Suburb. “Drink driving laws
were now in force and it was too costly for taxis” Mrs Stewart said.

At this time negotiations had started to move the Burns Club to a more populated suburb.
“The debts owed by the club were not great, but enough to stall any further plans for a new
Club” Mrs Stewart said.

Mrs Stewart who worked at the club and having strong feelings for the Scottish heritage
and Club history was prepared to cover the debt by taking a small mortgage over her
house. “This was done knowing that the club did have assets and should be able to repay
the loan and indeed it was” Mrs Stewart said.

Eunice worked in the club as a volunteer when the club was financially unstable and has
dedicated her time to Canberra’s oldest licensed club. “I did work when it was going
through a bad spell financially, | worked for a couple of years just part time to help them
out, I've been a member and a strong supporter” said Mrs Stewart

As current club president Mrs Stewart has been involved in a number of areas over her 42
years, beginning in 1966 as an associate member in a time when women weren’t allowed
to be full members of clubs “It was about the 1970’s that they let the lady’s come into their
own and gave them full membership” Mrs Stewart said.

Mrs Stewart’s other passion is the Burns Club pipe band who she regularly escorts to her
home land in Scotland. “We have won the Australian championships, when we went to
Scotland we won two championships and came second in a couple as well” Mrs Stewart
said. “They did exceptionally well for a little band from Australia” Mrs Stewart said.

The Burns Club in the ACT was formed in 1924 and remains the oldest licensed club in
Canberra, originally located in Forest the club is know located in Kambah where it has
established itself as a profitable well ran community based club.

The Burns Club also won the Community Assistance Award, medium division, and the
Responsible Gaming and Gaming Facility Award, medium division.
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