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Vikings President Jim Shonk puts win down 
to community, family, and the Royals 

 
The passion Vikings Club President, Jim Shonk feels for his beloved rugby club comes 
from the 100 nil thrashings that he and his teammates received at the hands of the Royals 
many years ago.  
 
Speaking after the Vikings Group took out the prestigious 2008 Club of the Year Award, 
large division, at the tenth annual ClubsACT excellence awards, Jim Shonk said his 
commitment and passion “grows out of the reason that, I used to play rugby for the Viking 
club, we used to get hammered by the Royals 100 nil, and we swore that one day we 
would beat them, we swore that one day we’d chew ‘em up and spit ‘em out” Mr Shonk 
said.  
 
“That eventually happened and then we went on to other things. However the sense of 
family that inspired us never really left us, so in a lot of ways we owe a big vow of thanks 
to the Royals” Mr Shonk said. 
 
To win the club of the year award “means a great deal to the club and is testament to the 
staff who work hard day in and day out, at the end of the day we’re only as good as the 
community that supports us” Mr Shonk said.  
 
Vikings support a vast range of local sporting organisations and community projects. The 
community gaming policy of all clubs in the ACT allows revenue from clubs to flow directly 
into community projects, infrastructure and charitable organisations that support the ACT 
population, “this is one of our objectives, the money we make goes back into the 
community, it goes back into about fifty sports, all sort of things that you wouldn’t even 
think of” Mr Shonk said. 
 
One such initiative is the traineeship program designed to give kids in the community 
something to aspire to. “We took this on three years ago, we believed there were kids in 
the community that seemed to slip through the net, so we deliberately went out and 
sourced them and tried to put them in a cadetship program, we have been able to expose 
them to all sorts of experiences and lead them to realise they have a lot to contribute, its 
the best thing you can do with kids really is to teach them to aspire, that’s what we’re all 
about” Mr Shonk said. 
 
The Vikings Group also took out the Human Resource Management Award, the Promotion 
of Sport Award for the sixth consecutive year and Simon Ball took out Young Achiever 
Award for his work in the development of gaming practices at Vikings and his community 
engagement with the club. 
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